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The pig population in April 1990 
NOTE: There is an update of the bovine, pig, sheep and goat populations in December 1989 in 
the latest Animal Production publication 
Pig population on the increase 
The data available from the surveys carried out in April 1990 show that, contrary to the situation in 
April 1989 (-2.5%), the Community pig population is now increasing slightly. 
Since at the time of writing the data for Greece and Portugal are not yet available, Eurostat has 
calculated the EUR-12 totals by carrying forward the 1989 statistical data for these two Member States. 
The favourable market price situation in all the Member States gives grounds for forecasting some 
increase in the national pig populations. 
An important factor which must certainly be taken into account is the break in the series for France. 
The updating of the Agricultural Holdings Register at the time of the Agricultural Census at the end of 
1988 meant that updated samples could be used which reflected the actual situation more closely. The 
results confirm that the data for the previous years had regularly been under-estimated. Pending a back-
calculation of the older data, which should be carried out soon, the growth rates for the French pig 
population have been omitted from the tables below. Accordingly, the data for Europe should be used 
with caution. 
The population of pigs for fattening increased substantially in Belgium, by +12.5% in the 80-110 kg 
category and +95% in the over-HOkg category. The reason for this was the favourable economic 
situation at the end of 1989, which was responsible for large-scale imports of piglets. There was a 
similar situation in Ireland and Italy, although to a lesser degree, with +14.7% and +14.1% 
respectively. 
The continuing decrease in the numbers of breeding boars (-35.5% in the Netherlands and -3.2% for 
EUR-12) is not very significant in market terms, but shows that artificial insemination is gaining 
ground all the time. This can only have a beneficial effect from the point of view of health, and 
consequently for the market. 
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The incidence of various contagious diseases affects trade and the breeders in the areas directly or 
indirectly concerned. For example, in mid-June 1990 more than 600 000 pigs in Belgium (10% of the 
population) had to be slaughtered and destroyed because of swine fever, in order to eradicate the 
outbreak and support the market. As not only pigs for fattening are slaughtered, but all categories, 
including sows and piglets, the consequences will be felt for a few months yet. 
There is a more or less general increase in the various categories of breeding sow. The number of sows 
having been mated for the first time - the category which best indicates the upswing - increased by 
+3.8% in EUR-12 (IRL +15.8%, Β +13.9%, UK +13.5%, and E +12.2%). Apart from the healthy 
market situation, other explanations could be adduced for this increase in production, such as the 
continued high level of exports to non-Community countries, the improvement in the economy and in 
health conditions in Spain, which have enabled this country to become an exporter, and the trend 
towards closed holdings or production systems. 
It is still too early to determine whether, and to what extent, the press articles on BSE (bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy) in the United Kingdom have had an indirect effect on pork consumption. 
The rising trend in the United Kingdom could in this case reflect an expectation on the part of the 
slaughterhouses and producers that pork consumption will increase. 
... following attractive prices 
Since the fourth week of 1990 Community prices for slaughtered pigs have steadily increased. In the 
23rd week they reached nearly ECU 160/100 kg, which is an increase of more than 30% over the same 
periodin 1988. 
This favourable trend is even more marked in the average price for piglets, which has risen by almost 
50% in a year to ECU 45 per head. 
A comparison of the price of pigmeat and those of compound feedingstuffs (which are stable, or even 
falling slightly) shows that, compared to January 1990, the margin - calculated from this point of view 
only - has risen by nearly 60%. 
The pork/feedingstuffs relative price index rose to an exceptionally good level for this time of year. So 
far there are no grounds for expecting major changes in the near future. 
Production: the trend continues 
According to the forecasts made by the Member States we may expect for the whole of the 12 month 
forecast period that domestic gross production will grow by 1%, which would bring the Community 
total for this period to 161.5 million head. This increase would occur more specifically between August 
1990 and January 1991. 
When these forecasts are compared with the trends in the number of sows having been mated and the 
number of sows mated for the first time, it appears that this time the forcasts were cautious. 
The forecasts are expressed by head and not carcass weight. The supply in terms of tonnes of pigmeat 
will depend on the average weight at slaughter, which has been increasing for several years. 
Note: 
Eurostat believes it reflects the views of the users of meat statistics to deplore the lengthening delays 
on the part of certain Member States in collecting and supplying these figures. 
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1000 HEAD 
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* DATA PROVISIONAL OR ESTIMATED 
VORLAUFIGE ODER GESCHÄTZTE ANGABE -: UNVERFUEGBAR 
UNAVAILABLE * DONNEE PROVISOIRE OU ESTIMEE DONNEE NON DISPONIBLE 
!) Diese Ergebnisse dürfen nicht mit den vorhergehenden 
Erhebungen verglichen werden. 
!) The result shouldn't be compared with the previous 
surveys. 
!) Ces résultats ne doivent pas être comparés aux enquêtes 
précédentes (rupture de série). 
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PIG POPULATION IN APRIL 
1000 HEAD 
SCHWEINEBESTAND IM APRIL 
1000 STUECK 
EFFECTIFS PORCINS EN AVRIL 
1000 TETES 
EUR 10 EUR 12 DK GR IRL NL UK 













































































































































































































































































































































REPRODUCTEURS (>50 KG) 
57 27 47 
64 26 45 
65 25 42 
42 25* 44 
-35.4 0.0* 4.8 






















1597 331 938 
1519 333 900 
1497 327 829 
1444 327* 872 
-3.5 0.0* 5.2 
TRUIES SAILLIES 
986 202 654 
970 199 628 
934 210 581 
918 210* 610 
-1.7 0.0* 5.0 
POUR LA PREMIERE FOIS 
197 63 110 
183 50 104 
176 55 96 
178 55* 109 
1.1 0.0* 13.5 
TRUIES NON SAILLIES 
611 129 284 
549 134 271 
563 117 248 
526 117* 263 
-6.6 0.0* 6.0 






227 31 87 
203 28 86 
233 39 77 
200 39* 89 
-14.2 0.0* 15.6 
DATA PROVISIONAL OR ESTIMATED 
VORLAUFIGE ODER GESCHÄTZTE ANGABE -: UNVERFUEGBAR 
UNAVAILABLE * DONNEE PROVISOIRE OU ESTIMEE DONNEE NON DISPONIBLE 
!) Diese Ergebnisse dürfen nicht mit den vorhergehenden 
Erhebungen verglichen werden. 
!) The result should,'t be compared with the previous 
surveys. 
!) Ces résultats ne doivent pas être comparés aux enquêtes 
précédentes (rupture de série). 
eurostat m 
GROSS INDIGENOUS PRODUCTION OF PIGS 
BRUTTOEI GENERZEUGUNG VON SCHWEINEN 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































(B) Das Angebot von April-Jul i 90 wird durch die 
Abschlachtungen von ca. 600.000 Schweinen verzerrt, 
eine Folge der klassischen Schweinepest. 
(B) The April-July 90 supply is perturbed by the destruction 
of about 600.000 pigs ,a consequence of classical swine fever. 
(B) Avril-Juillet 90 l'offre est perturbée par la 
destruction d'environ 600.000 porcs, conséquence de la 
peste porcine classique. 


